ETSITS 148 103 v19.0.0 2025-10)

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION

Digital cellular telecommunications system (Phase 2+) (GSM);
Base Station System - Media GateWay (BSS-MGW) interface;
User plane transport mechanism
(3GPP TS 48.103 version 19.0.0 Release 19)

BESH

e GLOBAL SYSTEM FOR
A cLoBaL INITiaTive MOBILE COMMUNICATIONS



3GPP TS 48.103 version 19.0.0 Release 19 1 ETSI TS 148 103 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

Reference
RTS/TSGR-0048103vj00

Keywords
GSM

ETSI

650 Route des Lucioles
F-06921 Sophia Antipolis Cedex - FRANCE

Tel.: +334 9294 42 00 Fax: +33 4 93 65 47 16

Siret N° 348 623 562 00017 - APE 7112B
Association & but non lucratif enregistrée a la
Sous-Préfecture de Grasse (06) N° w061004871

Important notice

The present document can be downloaded from the
ETSI Search & Browse Standards application.

The present document may be made available in electronic versions and/or in print. The content of any electronic and/or
print versions of the present document shall not be modified without the prior written authorization of ETSI. In case of any
existing or perceived difference in contents between such versions and/or in print, the prevailing version of an ETSI
deliverable is the one made publicly available in PDF format on ETSI deliver repository.

Users should be aware that the present document may be revised or have its status changed,
this information is available in the Milestones listing.

If you find errors in the present document, please send your comments to
the relevant service listed under Committee Support Staff.

If you find a security vulnerability in the present document, please report it through our
Coordinated Vulnerability Disclosure (CVD) program.

Notice of disclaimer & limitation of liability

The information provided in the present deliverable is directed solely to professionals who have the appropriate degree of
experience to understand and interpret its content in accordance with generally accepted engineering or
other professional standard and applicable regulations.
No recommendation as to products and services or vendors is made or should be implied.

No representation or warranty is made that this deliverable is technically accurate or sufficient or conforms to any law
and/or governmental rule and/or regulation and further, no representation or warranty is made of merchantability or fithess
for any particular purpose or against infringement of intellectual property rights.

In no event shall ETSI be held liable for loss of profits or any other incidental or consequential damages.

Any software contained in this deliverable is provided "AS IS" with no warranties, express or implied, including but not
limited to, the warranties of merchantability, fithess for a particular purpose and non-infringement of intellectual property
rights and ETSI shall not be held liable in any event for any damages whatsoever (including, without limitation, damages

for loss of profits, business interruption, loss of information, or any other pecuniary loss) arising out of or related to the use
of or inability to use the software.

Copyright Notification

No part may be reproduced or utilized in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopying and
microfilm except as authorized by written permission of ETSI.
The content of the PDF version shall not be modified without the written authorization of ETSI.
The copyright and the foregoing restriction extend to reproduction in all media.

© ETSI 2025.
All rights reserved.

ETSI


https://www.etsi.org/standards-search
http://www.etsi.org/deliver
https://portal.etsi.org/Services/editHelp/Standards-development/Tracking-a-draft/Status-codes
https://portal.etsi.org/People/Commitee-Support-Staff
https://www.etsi.org/standards/coordinated-vulnerability-disclosure

3GPP TS 48.103 version 19.0.0 Release 19 2 ETSI TS 148 103 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

Intellectual Property Rights

Essential patents

IPRs essential or potentially essential to normative deliverables may have been declared to ETSI. The declarations
pertaining to these essential IPRs, if any, are publicly available for ETSI members and non-member s, and can be
found in ETSI SR 000 314: "Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs); Essential, or potentially Essential, IPRs notified to
ETS in respect of ETS standards’, which is available from the ETS| Secretariat. Latest updates are available on the
ETSI IPR online database.

Pursuant to the ETSI Directivesincluding the ETSI IPR Policy, no investigation regarding the essentiality of IPRS,
including I PR searches, has been carried out by ETSI. No guarantee can be given as to the existence of other IPRs not
referenced in ETSI SR 000 314 (or the updates on the ETS| Web server) which are, or may be, or may become,
essential to the present document.

Trademarks

The present document may include trademarks and/or tradenames which are asserted and/or registered by their owners.
ETSI claims no ownership of these except for any which are indicated as being the property of ETSI, and conveys no
right to use or reproduce any trademark and/or tradename. Mention of those trademarks in the present document does
not constitute an endorsement by ETSI of products, services or organizations associated with those trademarks.

DECT™, PLUGTESTS™, UMTS™ and the ETSI logo are trademarks of ETSI registered for the benefit of its
Members. 3GPP™, LTE™ and 5G™ logo are trademarks of ETSI registered for the benefit of its Members and of the
3GPP Organizational Partners. oneM 2M ™ |ogo is atrademark of ETSI registered for the benefit of its Members and of
the oneM2M Partners. GSM® and the GSM logo are trademarks registered and owned by the GSM Association.

Legal Notice

This Technical Specification (TS) has been produced by ETSI 3rd Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The present document may refer to technical specifications or reports using their 3GPP identities. These shall be
interpreted as being references to the corresponding ETSI deliverables.

The cross reference between 3GPP and ETSI identities can be found at 3GPP to ETSI numbering cross-referencing.

Modal verbs terminology

In the present document "shall", "shall not", "should", "should not", "may", "need not", "will", "will not", "can" and
"cannot" areto beinterpreted as described in clause 3.2 of the ETS| Drafting Rules (Verba forms for the expression of
provisions).

"must” and "must not" are NOT allowed in ETSI deliverables except when used in direct citation.

ETSI


https://ipr.etsi.org/
https://webapp.etsi.org/key/queryform.asp
https://portal.etsi.org/Services/editHelp!/Howtostart/ETSIDraftingRules.aspx

3GPP TS 48.103 version 19.0.0 Release 19 3 ETSI TS 148 103 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

Contents

INtellectual Property RIGNES.... ..ot b e e e en e ns 2
LB INOLICE ...ttt b bt et h b e s e bt e E R e e e s et Rt e bt Rt e e e e e e e e eb e b e e ns 2
AV TeTo = Y= g oY (= 01T 070] oo SRS 2
1= 11V o PSSP 4
1 o0 o< PP P PRSPPSO 5
2 REFEIBINCES ...t ettt b e bt st e et et et et et e Rt e be e b e s be e be s b et e e e neenenbeebentens 5
3 Definitions, symbols and abbreviations .............coeiieeiicecce e e e e 6
31 D= T aT] (0] TP P TR PRTUPTPPURRSI 6
3.2 ADDIEVIBLIONS ...ttt et bbbt a et e e e b e sh e e b e b e e he e s e e e e besheeb e e Rt e R e et e e e bt sheebenneeneennen 6
4 TranSPOrt OVEN TDM ...ttt r e s e r e sh e e se e nesae e e e sreenesreennenrenneas 7
41 LT 0T - PSR 7
4.2 Transport during 10Cal SWITCHING . ........c.eiiieiie bbb e et b e 7
5 QLI S 0 0 0V 1 PRSP 8
51 LT 0T PSSRSO PPV ORRR 8
52 OSSR 8
5.3 L ST 8
54 Transport WithoUt RTP MUILIPIEXING . .....eeiveeieeieeiesiesie st se s sie st e ettt eesae st e te e e e e snaessaesseeseeesneensesnnenns 8
54.1 0o 1 ') o S PR 8
54.2 I PSR 8
5421 R I 1=7= o L= OO 9
54211 RV £ T o S PRRR 9
54212 (=0 (6 ] 0o FO PO PP ST P TSRV PR 9
54.2.13 (= 1S o o SO 9
54.2.1.4 Contributing SOUrce (CSRC) COUNML.........ccuiieerteesieeieeieseesesseesreesseesseeseesseeseesseesseesseesseessessesssnesses 9
54215 = = T PP 9
54.2.1.6 Y02 o I8 o 9
54.2.1.7 2o 1o = N LU g o S 9
54.2.1.8 LI 1S €= o TS 9
54.2.1.9 SynchroniSation SOUMCE (SSRC) ......cciuieiieiieieeie e e e ree et e s e e et eetesstesraesreesreesesneesnnesnes 9
5.4.2.1.10 LS O 1 SRS 10
5422 e = [ o PSR 10
54.23 Rl =0 G 1 o) I T =SSOSR 10
54.3 I S 10
55 Transport With RTP MUITIPIEXING.....c.cueiiieiiiiiet ettt b e en e reneene s 11
551 1 0o 1 o) o P RTSRS 11
55.2 N OSSPSR 11
55.2.1 Transport format for multiplexing without RTP header compression...........ccccvecveveveeseeseeseese e 11
55.2.2 Transport format for multiplexing with RTP header CoOmpression...........ccccvecveveeeeseeseeseese e 12
55.3 K2 ST STRSPS 13
55.3.1 LC T o1 =TT 13
5532 Multiplexing Negotiation VIARTCP .........cociiiiieee ettt s b e s ebesrennene 13
5533 RTCP MUItIPIEXING PACKEL ...ttt eb et b e et b e e ebesnennene 14
5.6 TrANSPOT OF CODBLAL ... e veueeterteeetertere ettt ettt ettt eb bbb e bt e b e se b s b e s e ebe e b e se e bt e b e seeb e s b e e eb e sbe e ebeebeneebeebenneneas 16
5.6.1 11 0o 1 ') o USSP RRSRS 16
56.2 Transport fOrMALS fOr CODALAL........erueuertiieiirtiiee sttt bbbt b bbbt b e 17
5621 Transport format for CSData Without redUNAENCY ..........ccooveiiirieriee e 17
5.6.2.2 Transport format for CSData With redundanCy ...........cceeceeiieieie i 18
5.6.2.3 Start and Stop of RTP streams With redundanCy ............cccveveiieriesie e 19
5.7 Transport during 10Cal SWITCNING........cecuieieeieeiecie et e s e e enee s e e sreesreesaeeseenseeneeenaesneesnnas 20
Annex A (informative): (01 gF=T [0 L=l o T oYU 20
L TS (0 YT U PP TSRS TRURPRORPN 21

ETSI



3GPP TS 48.103 version 19.0.0 Release 19 4 ETSI TS 148 103 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

Foreword

This Technical Specification has been produced by the 3" Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal
TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an
identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z
where;
x thefirst digit:
1 presented to TSG for information;
2 presented to TSG for approval;
3 or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y the second digit isincremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections,
updates, etc.

z thethird digit isincremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.
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1 Scope

The present document specifies the User Plane data transport protocols used between BSSs and the Core Network
(MGWs) acrossthe A interface. The main purpose of the present document is the Aol P description, however for the
sake of completenessthe AOTDM case is described as well.

UTRAN\ u
IGERAN lu mode
- ‘ MGW | MGW
lu \‘\\_ ; Nb '
AL L Mc Me -
. ; Ne »
IGERAN A/Gb mode [£---—-}--.-] MSCserver |---.-.- fomes GMSC serve

Signalling
Interface

— Signalling and Data Transfer
Interface

Figure 1.1: CS core network logical architecture

Note that the present document does not preclude any Core Network Session Control Protocol implementation (BICC
or SIP-1).

2 References

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present
document.

- References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or
non-specific.

- For aspecific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.

- For anon-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of areference to a 3GPP document (including
aGSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same
Release as the present document.

[1] 3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications'.

[2] IETF RFC 791: "Internet Protocol (I1P)".

[3] IETF RFC 2460: "Internet Protocol, Version 6 (IPv6)".

[4] IETF RFC 768: "User Datagram Protocol. (UDP)".

[5] IETF RFC 3550: "RTP: A Transport Protocol for Real Time Applications'.

[6] 3GPP TS 29.414: "Core network Nb Interface data transport and transport signalling”.

[7] IETF RFC 3551: "RTP Profile for Audio and Video Conference with Minimal Control".

[8] 3GPP TR 29.814: "Feasibility Study on Bandwidth Savings at Nb Interface with | P transport".
[9] IETF RFC 4040: "RTP Payload Format for a 64 kbits/s Transparent Call"

[10] IETF RFC 4867: "RTP Payload Format and File Storage Format for the Adaptive Multi-Rate

(AMR) and Adaptive Multi-Rate Wideband (AMR-WB) Audio Codecs"
[11] IETF RFC 2198: "RTP Payload for redundant Audio Data"

ETSI



3GPP TS 48.103 version 19.0.0 Release 19 6 ETSI TS 148 103 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

[12] 3GPP TR 43.903 A-Interface over IP Study (AINTIP)

[13] 3GPP TS 48.001 "Base Station System — Mobile-services Switching Centre (BSS - MSC)
interface; General aspects’

[14] ITU-T Recommendation G.705: "Characteristics of plesiochronous digital hierarchy (PDH)
equipment functional blocks".

[15] ANSI T1.102-1993: "Digita Hierarchy - Electrical Interface".

[16] ITU-T Recommendation G.711: "Pulse Code Modulation (PCM) of voice frequencies’.

[17] 3GPP TS 48.020: "Rate adaption on the Base Station System - Mobile-services Switching Centre
(BSS - MSC) interface".

[18] IETF RFC 5993 (2010) "RTP Payload Format for Global System for M obile Communications
Half Rate (GSM-HR)".

[19] 3GPP TS 48.008: "Mobile Switching Centre - Base Station System (MSC-BSS) interface; Layer 3
specification”.

[20] 3GPP TS 26.102: "Adaptive Multi-Rate (AMR) speech codec; Interface to lu, Uu and Nb".

[21] 3GPP TS 23.284: "Loca Call Local Switch; Stage 2".

3 Definitions, symbols and abbreviations

3.1 Definitions

For the purposes of the present document, the terms and definitions given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply.

Intra-BSS call:
Local call:

Access MGW:

A mobile to mobile voice call involving two mobile stations connected to the same BSS.

An Intra-BSS call that can be locally switched by the BSS. For details on the Local Switch Service
see 3GPP TS 23.284 [21].

The MGW interfacing to the Radio Access Network

3.2 Abbreviations

For the purposes of the present document, the abbreviations given in TR 21.905 [1] and the following apply. An
abbreviation defined in the present document takes precedence over the definition of the same abbreviation, if any, in

TR 21.905 [1].

AolP
AoTDM
APP
BICC
BSS
Cs
CSData
IETF
IP

IPv4
IPv6
ITU-T
MGW
PCM
RFC
RTP
RTCP

A (interface) over IP

A (interface) over TDM

APPlication

Bearer Independent Call Control
Base Station Subsystem
Circuit-Switched

CS Dataand fax

Internet Engineering Task Force
Internet Protocol

Internet Protocol version 4

Internet Protocol version 6
International Telecommunications Union-Telecommunication sector
Media GateWay

Pulse-Coded M odulation

Request For Comment

Real-Time Transport Protocol
Real-Time Transport Control Protocol

ETSI
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SIP-1 Session Initiation Protocol with encapsulated I1SUP
SSRC Synchronisation Source

SvC Switched Virtual Circuit

TDM Time-Division Multiplexing

UDP User Datagram Protocol

uUpP User Plane

4 Transport over TDM

4.1 General

The present chapter describes the transport on the A Interface UP over EL/T1 interface; for more information see 3GPP
TS 48.001 [13]. Figure 4.1 shows the protocol stack for the transport network user plane on the A interface.

Payload
(PCM encoded speech or CSData)
ElorT1l

Figure 4.1: TDM Protocol stack for the A interface user plane

Layer 1 shall utilise digital transmission:

- at arate of 2 048 kbit/s with aframe structure of 32 x 64kbit/s time slots, as specified in ITU-T
Recommendation G.705 [14] clause 3 for E1 interface; or

- at arate of 1544 kbit/s with a frame structure of 24 x 64 kbit/s time slots, as specified in T1.102 specification for
T1linterface [15].

The payload is either PCM encoded speech (see ITU-T Recommendation G.711 [16]) or CSData (see 3GPP TS 48.020
[17]).

4.2 Transport during local switching

When alocal switch path is established in the BSS for alocal call, the user plane between the BSS and the Access
MGWsfor both the call legsin uplink and downlink shall not be released.

ETSI
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) Transport over IP

5.1 General

The present chapter describes the transport of the A-Interface User Plane Payload by RTP/UDP/IP. Figure 5.1 shows
the protocol stack.

Payload (PCM-coded speech, or
compressed speech or CSData)
RTP
UDP
IPv4 or IPv6

Figure 5.1: IP Protocol stack for the A-Interface user plane

The specific carrying way at physical/link layer of the IP protocol is not limited by the present document; if Ethernet is
adopted, link layer will be MAC protocol whileif IPoE1 or POS is adopted, link layer will be PPP protocal.
Nevertheless at least Ethernet should be supported.

5.2 IP

IPv4 (RFC 791 [2]) shall be supported
IPv6 (RFC 2460 [3]) may be supported as an option.

One BSS'MGW pair may be connected via several IP interfaces.

5.3 UDP

The UDP Protocol (see RFC 768 [4]) shall be applied.

Two consecutive port numbers shall be used at each BSS/MGW for the RTP connection and for the optional RTCP
connection that corresponds to asingle A interface UP connection. Two such consecutive port numbers are termed " port
number block™ in what follows. The first port number shall be even and shall be assigned to the RTP protocol. For a
given BSS'MGW, the same port shall be used to send and to receive RTP PDUs. The next port number shall be
assigned to the RTCP protocol. This port shall be reserved even if the optional RTCP protocol is not used.

If multiplexing is applied with or without header compression, the source UDP port number shall indicate the local
termination used to combine the multiplexed packet and the destination UDP port number shall indicate the remote port
number where PDUs are demultiplexed. The negotiation of whether multiplexing is applied and of the destination UDP
port is described in sub-clause 5.5.3.2. If multiplexing was negotiated for an A interface UP user plane connection, the
BSS/MGW may apply multiplexing by sending all packets of the user plane connection (multiplexed with other user
plane connections packets) towards the negotiated destination UDP port.

5.4 Transport without RTP multiplexing

541 Introduction

User Plane transport without RTP multiplexing is default and shall be supported. It shall be applied after call setup, until
aUser Plane transport with RTP-multiplexing is negotiated via RTCP, see clause 5.5. RTCP, see RFC 3550 [5] may be
applied in Aol P, itisoptional. A BSS or MSC may ignore incoming RTCP packets on AolP.

54.2 RTP
The RTP protocol (see RFC 3550 [5]) shall be applied.
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54.2.1 RTP Header

The RTP Header Fields shall be used as described in the following sub-clauses:

5421.1 Version
RTP Version 2 shall be used.

54.21.2 Padding
Padding shall not be used.

54.2.1.3 Extension
The RTP Header extension shall not be used.

54214 Contributing Source (CSRC) count
Thereiszero CSRC.

54215 Marker Bit

The marker bit shall be used as specified for the RTP profile applicable for the used payload. If AMR or AMR-WB
speech isreceived viathe GSM radio interface, then an ONSET frame precedes the first speech frame. This ONSET
Frameis transported in a separate RTP packet and shall also have the Marker Bit set to "1". Also the next RTP packet,
which contains the first speech frame of the talkspurt, shall have the Marker Bit set to "1". In case of lost speech frames
due to radio errors or due to FACCH frame stealing the Marker bit shall not be set in the first speech frame after that
interruption.

54.2.1.6 Payload Type
See sub-clause 5.4.2.2.

54217 Sequence Number

The sequence number shall be supplied by the source (BSS or MGW) of an RTP packet. RTP sequence numbering is
based on sent RTP packets, not on expected speech frames. If frames are lost or stolen on the radio interface and the
codec does not support Bad or No_Data frame types, no RTP packet is sent in uplink direction and the RTP Sequence
Number is not incremented, until anext frameissent in RTP. This ensures that the receiver of the RTP stream can
detect lost RTP packets by inspecting the RTP Sequence Number.

5.4.2.1.8 Timestamp

The timestamp shall be supplied by the source (BSS or MGW) of a RTP PDU. Depending of the (pseudo) codec used a
clock frequency of either 8 or 16 kHz shall be used, as described in sub-clause 5.4.2.2. In case of lost or stolen frames
on theradio interface or in case of an interruption of the RTP stream due to handover, the RTP Timestamp shall be
incremented as if no frame would have been lost. This ensures that the receiver of the RTP stream can regenerate the
time signal correctly.

NOTE: |ETF RFC 3550 [5] specifies that the RTP timestamp is based on the sampling instant of the source
Encoder. In case of acircuit switched radio interface the source Encoder for the uplink is within the
mobile station. But the radio interface does not support the transfer of a RTP Timestamp. The clock
synchronisation between mobile station and BSS is, however, very precise and so the BSS can take the
role of the source Encoder and provide the RTP time stamp.

54219 Synchronisation Source (SSRC)

The source (BSS or MGW) of a RTP PDU shall supply a SSRC. The receiver of aRTP PDU may ignore the SSRC if it
does not use RTCP.
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5.4.2.1.10 CSRC list

Thislist is empty, i.e. not present.

5.42.2 RTP Payload
The packing of the RTP Payload for each Speech Codec Typeis specified in TS 26.102 [20].

When defined as such by IETF for a given Speech Codec (see RFC 3550 [5]) and RFC 3551 [7]) the "Static" Payload
Type is used; otherwise for RTP profiles for which IETF defines the Payload Type as"Dynamic" (e.g. for AMR codecs,
see RFC4867 [10]) afixed Payload Typeis defined for Aol P in the range of the dynamic Payload Types, see below.

The mapping between transported RTP payloads and their associated Payload Typeis as follows:

Table 5.4.2.2.1: Type of data transported versus RTP Payload Type

Type of data transported RTP Payload Type Clock frequency
PCM p-law encoded speech (G.711) 0 (see RFC 3551 [7]) 8 kHz (see RFC 3551 [7])
PCM A-law encoded speech (G.711) 8 (see RFC 3551 [7]) 8 kHz (see RFC 3551 [7])
Compressed GSM FR codec 3 (see RFC 3551 [7]) 8 kHz (see RFC 3551 [7])
Speech (3GPP TS 46.010)

GSM EFR codec 110 8 kHz (see RFC 3551 [7])

(3GPP TS 46.060)

GSM HR codec 111 8 kHz (see [18])

(3GPP TS 46.020)

Narrow Band AMR codecs (i.e. FR AMR, 112 8 kHz (see RFC4867 [10])

HR AMR and OHR AMR codecs)
(3GPP TS 29.190)

Wide Band AMR codecs (i.e. AMR-WB, 113 16 kHz (see RFC4867 [10])
OFR AMR-WB and OHR AMR-WB codecs)
(3GPP TS 29.190)

CSData Without RTP redundancy (redundancy 120 8 kHz (see RFC 4040 [9])
(Clear Mode level = 1)
pseudo-codec | (3GPP TS 48.008 and TS 48.020)
—see RFC
4040 [9])
With RTP redundancy (redundancy level = 121 8 kHz (see RFC 4040 [9]
2 or 3) and RFC 2198 [11])

(3GPP TS 48.008 and TS 48.020)
See sub-clause 5.6 for the format
description

5.4.2.3 RTP Packetization Time
The RTP Packetization Timeis not negotiated for AolP, but set to a predefined fixed value, see TS 26.102 [20].

For compressed speech on the A-Interface the Packetization Time isidentical to the Speech Frame length and that is
20msfor all 3GPP Codec Types.

For PCM-coded speech (ITU-T G.711, A-law and p-law) the Packetization Time is predefined to 20ms for Aol P.
For CSData the Packetization Time is predefined to 20ms, when no redundancy is used. In case of RTP Redundancy

more than one consecutive data block are included in one RTP packet. But for each of these data blocks the
Packetization Time is predefined to 20ms.

5.4.3 RTCP

RTCP (see RFC 3550 [5]) may be applied. The use of the RTCP protocol is optional.
A BSS/MGW may ignore incoming RTCP PDUs.
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5.5 Transport with RTP multiplexing

5.5.1

This sub-clause specifies an optional transport format for the A interface and 1P transport that allows transporting
several RTP payload PDUs of different user plane connections within one UDP/IP packet, and the corresponding
backward compatible signalling extensions required to negotiate the use of this transport option. Use of this transport
format saves bandwidth in the IP network (bandwidth gains for the Nb interface are evaluated in 3GPP TR 29.814 [8]).

Introduction

Bandwidth saving is achieved by multiplexing several RTP payload PDUs within one UDP/IP packet. As an option, the
RTP header may be compressed in addition. Two transport formats are specified accordingly.

As specified in sub-clause 5.5.3.1 RTP multiplexing shall not be applied if RTP redundancy has been negotiated.

5.5.2 RTP

55.2.1 Transport format for multiplexing without RTP header compression

Several RTP payload PDUs sent to the same | P address are multiplexed within one single UDP/IP packet over the A
interface. If DiffServ is applied, al multiplexed PDUs & so need to share the same Diffserv class. The multiplexing shall
only be used with RTP packets. RTCP shall be transported normally by UDP/IP packets.

Use of multiplexing shall be negotiated between BSS and MGW, as specified in sub-clause 5.5.3.2.

Before each multiplexed RTP/codec payload PDU inserted into the UDP/IP packet a"Multiplex Header", which
identifies the multiplexed packet, shall be inserted.

Bits Number
7 | 6 ] 5 | 4 ] 3 ] 2 | 1 of Octets
Source IP, Dest IP, ... 20/40 IP
Source Port, Dest Port = <Mux UDP Port>, Length 8 UDP
T=0 Mux ID = 2 Multiplex
(Destination UDP Port of non-multiplexed PDU) /2 Header
Length Inidicator (LI) = n
R Source ID = 2
(Source UDP Port of non-multiplexed PUD) /2
Full RTP packet n RTP
header
RTP
Payload
Multiplex Header 5 Multiplex
Header
Full RTP packet m RTP
Header
RTP
Payload

Figure 5.5.2.1.1: UDP/IP Packet with multiplexed RTP payload PDUs without RTP header

compression

The Multiplex Header includes:

- T hit.

Thefield has two possible values, O for indicating full packet and 1 for indicating compressed packet. Value O

shall be used for an uncompressed RTP header, as described in the present sub-clause.

- Mux 1D, 15 hits.

ETSI
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For identification of different user plane connections. The value shall be the UDP destination port of the
corresponding non-multiplexed RTP packet divided by two (only even numbered ports are used for RTP
Sessions).

- Length Indicator (LI), 8 bits, unsigned integer.

Givesthe length of the multiplexed RTP PDU packet (RTP header + RTP Payload) in bytes (the last byte of the
RTP PDU is padded to the next byte boundary if necessary). Maximum length is 255 bytes. ThisLI alows
calculating where the next Multiplex Header for the next multiplexed RTP PDU packet starts.

- Rhbit.
Reserved for future use. Shall be set to 0 by the sending entity and be ignored by the receiving entity.
- SourcelD, 15 hits.

For identification of the different connections. The value shall be the source UDP port of the corresponding non-
multiplexed RTP PDU packet divided by two (only even numbered ports are used for RTP sessions). This
information is transferred to permit the receiving node to optionally detect and filter illegitimate packets (e.g.
packets received from the peer termination previously associated to the receiving termination).

The multiplexed RTP payload PDU shall be inserted in the IP/UDP packet directly after the corresponding Multiplex
Header. The multiplexed RTP payload PDU shall consist of the full RTP header and the RTP payload. If the
multiplexed RTP payload PDU does not end at a byte boundary, then the remaining bits of its last byte shall be padded
with zeros.

5.5.2.2 Transport format for multiplexing with RTP header compression

To achieve even better bandwidth savings, the RTP header may optionally be compressed. Thisis possible since the
RTP header includes many static fields that remain unchanged during an RTP session (see sub-clause 5.4.2.).

Use of RTP header compression shall be negotiated between BSS and MGW, as specified in sub-clause 5.5.3.2.

At least the first two RTP packets of each RTP session shall be sent with their full RTP header to allow the receiver to
store the full header and use it in decompression. RTP packets shall aso be sent with their full RTP header till receipt of
a RTCP packet from the peer indicating support of RTP header compression. Subsequent packets may be sent with a
compressed RTP header. If aBSS/IMGW does not receive any of theinitial RTP packets with afull RTP header, the
BSS/MGW shall assume that the fields of the RTP header other than those present in the compressed RTP header are
set as defined in sub-clause 5.4.2, and shall therefore not consider this as an error.

Before each multiplexed RTP payload PDU inserted into the UDP/IP packet a Multiplex Header, which identifies the
multiplexed packet, shall be inserted.

Bits Number
7 | 6 | 5 | 4 | 3 [ 2 | 1 of Octets
Source IP, Dest IP, ... 20/40 IP
Source Port, Dest Port=<MUX UDP Port>, Length, 8 UDP
T=1 Mux ID = 2 Multiplex Header

(Destination UDP Port of non-multiplexed PDU) / 2
Length Indicator (LI) =n +4 1

R Source ID = 2
(Source UDP Port of non-multiplexed PDU) /2

Sequence Number (SN) Compressed RTP header
Timestamp (TS)
M Payload Type (PT)
RTP payload RTP Payload

Multiplex Header
Compressed RTP header
RTP payload

Multiplex Header
Compressed RTP header
RTP payload

=R RIS

Figure 5.5.2.2.1: UDP/IP Packet with multiplexed RTP payload PDUs with RTP header compression
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The Multiplex Header shall be used as described in sub-clause 5.4.3.2. However, the T bit shall be set for a compressed
RTP header, as described in the present sub-clause. The Length Indicator gives the length of the multiplexed RTP PDU
packet in bytes (compressed RTP header + RTP Payload).

The multiplexed RTP payload PDU shall be inserted in the IP/UDP packet directly after the corresponding Multiplex
Header. The multiplexed RTP payload PDU shall consist of the compressed RTP header described below followed by
the full RTP payload, as for sub-clause 5.4.2.1. If the multiplexed RTP payload PDU does not end at a byte boundary,
then the remaining bits of its last byte shall be padded with zeros.

The compressed RTP header shall include the following fields taken from the uncompressed RTP header:
- Sequence number (SN), 8 bits.

The field isthe least significant byte of the original RTP sequence number (RFC 3550 [29]), hence the sequence
number is shortened from 16 bits to 8 bits (which allows to identify 256 consecutive packets). Sub-clause
5.4.2.1.7 isapplicable.

- Timestamp (TS), 16 hits.

The TSfield isthe two least significant bytes of the original RTP timestamp (RFC 3550 [5]), hence the length is
half of the original resulting in modulo of 8 seconds (resp 4 seconds) with 8 kHz (resp 16 kHz) clock reference.
Sub-clause 5.4.2.1.8 is applicable.

- Marker hit, 1 bit (see sub-clause 5.4.2)
- Payload Type, 7 bits (see sub-clause 5.4.2)

NOTE: These RTP fields may change during a connection and thus need to be transferred within each packet for
RTP payload. All other RTP fields do not change (see sub-clause 5.4.2).

5.5.3 RTCP

553.1 General
A BSS/MGW wishing to apply RTP multiplexing shall use RTCP (see RFC 3550 [5]) to negotiate multiplexing.

RTCP shall be used separately for each user plane connection. RTCP shall be transported by UDP/IP packets as
described in sub-clause 5.4.3. and not included in IP/UDP packets using the multiplexing format described above.

Multiplexing negotiation shall not be performed for user plane connections for which RTP redundancy is used.

5.5.3.2 Multiplexing negotiation via RTCP

RTCP shall be used to negotiate the use of multiplexing. A 3GPP-specific RTCP Multiplexing packet is specified in
sub-clause 5.5.3.3. for this purpose, and may be sent as a non-compound RTCP packet. It may also be added to
compound RTCP packets following the principles of RFC 3550 [5]. The Multiplexing RTCP packet indicates:

- if multiplexing without RTP header compression is supported ;
- if multiplexing with RTP header compression is supported ;

- thelocal UDP port where to receive multiplexed data streams,
- if multiplexing is selected.

When setting up a new user plane connection, both peer BSS and MGW of an UP connection shall start to send data
without applying multiplexing and may indicate their readiness to receive multiplexed data streams by including the
new RTCP Multiplexing packet in theinitial and all subsequent RTCP packets they send. A BSS/MGW shall aways
announce the same multiplexing capabilities and the same UDP port where to receive multiplexed data streamsin all
the RTCP Multiplexing packets it sends for a given RTP session. BSS/MGW should preferably send their initial RTCP
packet at the very beginning of the RTP session to be able to apply multiplexing as soon as possible, and may repeat it
with shorter interval than regular RTCP transmission interval in the beginning to provide resilience against packet |oss.
A BSS/MGW sending a Multiplexing packet indicating support of multiplexing shall be ready to receive multiplexed
packets at the announced UDP port. A single UDP port for multiplexing shall be used per destination | P address.
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A BSS/MGW receiving an RTCP packet, where the peer indicated its readiness to receive multiplexed data streams,
may apply multiplexing to send the corresponding RTP data streams towards the sender of the RTCP packet. If the
BSS/MGW decides to apply multiplexing, it can immediately start sending multiplexed data streams towards the
corresponding UDP multiplexing port announced in the received RTCP Multiplexing packet. The BSSYMGW shall
indicate in subsequent RTCP Multiplexing packets if it applies multiplexing with or without header compression for the
given user connection

A BSS/IMGW that does not receive RTCP or receives RTCP without the RTCP Multiplexing packet shall continue to
send data for the user connection without applying multiplexing.

A BSS/MGW that does not support multiplexing will ignore the unknown received RTCP Multiplexing packet
according to RTCP procedures and will continue to send data for the user connection without applying multiplexing.

Sending of a RTCP Multiplexing packet indicating readiness to receive multiplexed data streams does not necessarily
mean that the BSS/MGW is ready to send multiplexed data streams, i.e. multiplexing may be applied on asingle or on
both directions for a given RTP session.

5.5.3.3 RTCP Multiplexing packet

The format of the RTCP Multiplexing packet is specified in figure 5.5.3.3.1.

Bits Number of
7 | 6 5 4 | 3] 2] 1] o0 Octets
V=2 P subtype 1 APP packet
PT=APP=204 1 header
Length 2
SSRC/CSRC 4
Name(ASCII) 4
MUX | cP | Selection ] Reserved=0000 2 Application
Reserved=00000000 dependent
Reserved=0 Local MUX UDP port /2 2 data

Figure 5.5.3.3.1: RTCP Multiplexing packet

ETSI



3GPP TS 48.103 version 19.0.0 Release 19 15 ETSI TS 148 103 V19.0.0 (2025-10)

The APP packet header includes:
- version (V), 2 bits

I dentifies the version of RTP, which isthe same in RTCP packets asin RTP data packets. RTP Version 2 shall
be used.

- padding (P), 1 bit
As specified in RFC 3550 [4].
- subtype, 5 hits.
The following subtype value shall be used :
00001 : RTCP Multiplexing packet
- packet type (PT), 8 bits.
Shall contains the constant 204 to identify this as an RTCP APP packet
- length, 16 hits.

As specified in RFC 3550 [4]. The length of this RTCP packet in 32-bit words minus one, including the header
and any padding. (The offset of one makes zero avalid length and avoids a possible infinite loop in scanning a
compound RTCP packet, while counting 32-bit words avoids a validity check for a multiple of 4.)

- SSRC/CSRC, 32 hits.
As specified in RFC 3550 [4].
- name, 32 hits.
Shall be set to "3GPP"
The application-dependent dataincludes :
- multiplexing bit (MUX), 1 bit

Indicates whether multiplexing without RTP header compression is supported or not by the sender of the RTCP
packet : set to O if not supported, set to 1 if supported.

- multiplexing with RTP header compression bit (CP), 1 bit

Indicates whether multiplexing with RTP header compression is supported or not by the sender of the RTCP
packet : set to 0 if not supported, set to 1 if supported.

- Selection hits, 2 bits

Indicates whether the sender of the RTCP packet has selected to apply multiplexing with or without header
compression for the user plane packets that it sends on this connection. The following values are defined:

00: no multiplexing is applied
01: multiplexing is applied without RTP header compression
10: multiplexing is applied with RTP header compression
11: reserved

- Loca MUX UDP port, 15 hits:

Local UDP port where the sender demands to receive multiplexed data streams. The value shall be the same as
the local MUX UDP port divided by two. This parameter shall be ignored by the receiver of the RTCP
Multiplexing packet if the MUX and CP bits indicate that multiplexing is not supported.

- Reserved hits;
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Extension bits may be added in the RTCP Multiplexing packet in future rel eases. Reserved bits shall be set to 0
in sent RTCP Multiplexing packet of this release and shall be ignored in incoming RTCP Multiplexing packets.

Extension fields may be added in the RTCP Multiplexing packet in future releases. They shall beignored by a
BSS/MGW implementing an earlier version of the specification.

5.6 Transport of CSData

56.1 Introduction

The transport of Circuit Switched Data (CSData) across the A-Interface User Plane over | P uses per default no
redundancy. A constant bit stream of 64kbpsis transported in RTP packets, one every 20ms, with 160 octets payload
each. RFC 4040 [9] is used as basis. It is expected that most | P networks provide a sufficiently low RTP packet loss rate
and redundancy is not needed, because the errors introduced by the imperfect radio transmission dominate the service
performance by far.

N . )
RTP Packet | [RTP Packet 2) RTP Packet 3
Data Data Data
Block 1 Block 2 Block 3
~— ~— ———/
) r A e w
RTP Packet 4 RTP Packet 5 RTP Packet 6
Data Data Data

Block 4 Block 5 Block 6
~— ~— ———/

Figure 5.6.1.1: No Redundancy (redundancy level = 1)

RTP redundancy may be used for CSData callsin AolP in networks with noticeable RTP packet losses in order to
reduce the data loss rate and improve the success rate of sensitive CSData services (e.g. fax). RTP redundancy increases
the transmission delay noticeably and the bandwidth demand across the A-Interface substantially. RTP redundancy shall
not be used for speech callson AolP. RFC 2198 [11] isused as basis.

RTP redundancy increases the size of RTP packets substantially and is therefore not compatible with RTP multiplexing.
On the other hand RTP Multiplexing would not gain much due to the already low overhead caused by this packet size.

RTP redundancy for CSData is negotiated per call between MSC and BSSin BSSMAP, see TS 48.008 [19]. RTP
redundancy is always used symmetrically, i.e. the same redundancy level is used in both directions across the A-
Interface for agiven call. The negotiated RTP redundancy is exactly known to sender and receiver in AolP.

For RTP redundancy, several successive data blocks are usually packed (except for start and stop) into one RTP packet.
The number of RTP packetsis not increased (or only marginally due to start/stop effects). The normal number of
successive data blocks in one RTP packet is defined as "redundancy level”. Redundancy level 1 denotesthe
transmission without redundancy (Figure 5.6.1.1).

When RTP redundancy is used, the redundancy level can be either 2 (Figure 5.6.1.2) or 3 (Figure 5.6.1.3).
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e N\
RTP Packet 1 RTP Packet 2 RTP Packet 3
Data Data Data Data Data
Block 1 Block 1 Block 2 Block 2 | | Block 3
\ J U
e e N\ /-
RTP Packet 4 RTP Packet 5 RTP Packet 6
Data Data Data Data Data
Block 3 | | Block 4 Block 4 | | Block 5 Block 5
\ " J

Figure 5.6.1.2: RTP packets with redundant data with redundancy level =2

RTP Packet | [ RTP Packet 2
Data Data Data
Block 1 Block 1 Block 2
\
4 ) ( )
RTP Packet 3 RTP Packet 4
Data Data Data Data Data Data
Block 1 || Block 2 || Block 3 Block 2 || Block 3 || Block 4
\. ) \ S
-
RTP Packet 5 RTP Packet 6
Data Data Data
Block 3 || Block 4 Block 4
g

Figure 5.6.1.3: RTP packets with redundant data with redundancy level =3

Each RTP packet with redundancy consists of the "primary” data block and one or two "redundant” data blocks. The
Time Stamp of the RTP packet isidentical to the Time Stamp of the primary data block. The redundant data blocks
have Time Stamp values |lower than the primary data block (except when wrap around of timestamp occurs). Note that
also RTP packets without redundant data blocks are used in start and stop, when redundancy has been negotiated.

5.6.2  Transport formats for CSData

56.2.1 Transport format for CSData without redundancy

If RTP redundancy is not used, then RTP multiplexing may be applied. The following text describes the RTP packet
format for CSData on Aol P without RTP multiplexing.

The RTP packet format for CSData is defined in RFC 4040 [9]). For Aol P the RTP Payload Type "120" identifies this
RTP Packet as"RTP packet without redundancy". The RTP sequence number is"n". It isincremented by the sender by
1 with every newly sent RTP packet, regardless of the Time Stamp.

The Time Stamp of the RTP Packet is"Tn". It isincremented by the sender as appropriate. Since for Aol P the
Packetization Timeis fixed to 20ms and the Sampling Clock is fixed to 8000, the Time Stamp is incremented typically
by 160.

Due to the fixed Packetization time and Sampling Clock one data block in CSData for Aol P has 160 octets (O1 to
0160). The length of the data block is not explicitly given within the RTP packet; it can be derived from the size of the
RTP packet minus the overhead (12 octets).
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Here the example for one RTP packet for CSDatain Aol P with no redundancy (4 octets in one row):

Octet 1 (5,9, ...)

Octet 2 (6, 10, ...) Octet 3 (7, 11, ..))

\ Octet 4 (8, 12, ...)

v=2 [P [X] c€c=0

M | PT =120

Sequence number of primary data block: n

Time Stamp of primary data block: Tn

Synchronisation Source Identifier (SSRC)

04 of CSData (Tn)

01 of CSData (primary=Tn)

02 of CSData (Tn) 03 of CSData (Tn)

0160 of CSData (Tn)

Figure 5.6.2.1.1: RTP packetisation for CSData without redundancy

5.6.2.2

Transport format for CSData with redundancy

If RTP redundancy is used, then RTP multiplexing shall not be applied. When RTP redundancy is used (redundancy
level = 2 or 3) the RTP packet format is further defined in RFC 2198 [11]).

The RTP Payload Type of "121" in Aol P identifies this RTP packet as "RTP packet with redundancy".

RFC 2198 introduces just after the main RTP header (first 12 octets) a sub-header as (example RED=3):

Octet 1 (5,9)

Octet 2 (6) \ Octet 3 (7)

Octet 4 (8)

Block-PT (n-2) = 120

Timestamp-offset of block (n-2) = 320

Block-length (n-2) = 160

mm|m
INRLEAL

1
1 |Block-PT (n-1) = 120
0

Timestamp-offset of block (n-1) = 160

Block-length (n-1) = 160

Block-PT (n) =120

Figure 5.6.2.2.1: RTP sub-header for CSData with redundancy

This sub-header includes:
F bit:

1 bit; set to
1, if thisisaredundant data block and another data block follows

0, if thisisthe last (primary) data block

Block-Payload Type: 7 bits; set to 120 in case of CSData on Aol P.

Timestamp-Offset: 14 bits;

unsigned integer; specifies the offset with respect to the (main) Time Stamp of the RTP packet.

It allows to compute the actual timestamp of the corresponding redundant data block, which equals

Time Stamp (data block) = Timestamp (RTP packet) — Timestamp-Offset (data block).

Block Length: 10 bits

unsigned integer; specifies the size of the data block in octets.

The Block-Payload Type ("120" for AolP) identifies that the primary and redundant data are packed according to RFC

4040, see above, as specified for Aol P. The Time Stamp of the RTP Packet isidentical to the Time Stamp of the
primary data block (n), which comes last in the RTP packet. The redundant data block (n-1), which comes before the

primary data block, has 160 octets, its Time Stamp (Tn-160) is defined relative to the Time Stamp of the primary data

block, i.e. Timestamp-offset = 160. The block-length of the redundant data (n-1) block is specified.

The length of the primary data block is not explicitly included, it can be derived from the size of the RTP packet minus

the overhead minus the size of the redundant data blocks.
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Here the example for one RTP packet with RED=2:

Octet 1 (5, 9, ...) Octet 2 (6, 10, ...) Octet 3 (7, 11, ...) | Octet 4 (8, 12, ...)

v=2 [P | X]| cC=0 M [ Main-PT=121 Sequence number of primary data block: n
Time Stamp of primary data block: Tn

Synchronisation Source Identifier (SSRC)

1 Block-PT =120 Timestamp-offset of block n-1 = 160 \ Block-length (n-1) = 160
0 Block-PT =120 01 of CSData (red=Tn-160) | O2 of CSData (red=Tn- 03 of CSData (red=Tn-
160) 160)
0160 of CSData (red=Tn- O1 of CSData (prim=Tn)
160)
0160 of CSData (Tn)

Figure 5.6.2.2.2: RTP packetisation for CSData with redundancy RED=2

Here the example for one RTP packet with RED=3:

Octet1(5,9, ... Octet 2 (6, 10, ...) Octet 3 (7,11, ...) \ Octet 4 (8,12, ...)
v=2 | P[X]| cc=0 M | Main-PT =121 Sequence number of primary data block: n
Time Stamp of primary data block: Tn
Synchronisation Source Identifier (SSRC)

1 Block-PT =120 Timestamp offset of block n-2 = 320 Block-length (n-2) = 160
1 Block-PT =120 Timestamp offset of block n-1 = 160 Block-length (n-1) = 160
0 Block-PT =120 O1 of CSData (red=Tn-320) | O2 of CSData (red=Tn- 03 of CSData (red=Tn-

320) 320)

0160 of CSData (Tn-320) | O1 of CSData (red=Tn-160)

0160 of CSData (Tn-160) 01 of CSData (prim=Tn)

0160 of CSData (Tn)

Figure 5.6.2.2.3: RTP packetisation for CSData with redundancy RED=3

5.6.2.3 Start and Stop of RTP streams with redundancy

For the first RTP packet in a stream of RTP packets with redundancy only one data block exists: the primary data block.
Therefore thisfirst RTP packet looks like:

Octet 1 (5,9, ...) Octet 2 (6, 10, ...) Octet 3 (7, 11, ...) | Octet 4 (8, 12, ...)

v=2 [P | X]| cC=0 M [ Main-PT=121 Sequence number of primary data block: n
Time Stamp of primary data block: Tn

Synchronisation Source Identifier (SSRC)

0] Block-PT = 120 01 of CSData (prim=Tn) 02 of CSData (Tn) O3 of CSData (Tn)

0160 of CSData (Tn)

Figure 5.6.2.3.1: RTP packetisation for CSData with redundancy RED=3

The (main-) Payload Type of the RTP Packet is set to "121" to indicate the redundancy. But the sub-header specifies
only one data block with Paylaod Type 120" and no further redundant data blocks. So this RTP packet is different to
the one for no redundancy, although only one data block isincluded. The second RTP packet looks always like shown
in the example above for RED=2. If RED=2 is negotiated, then al following RTP packets are identical in design to the
second one. If RED=3 is negotiated, then the third and all following RTP packets look like shown in the example above
for RED=3. Since the primary data block is always the last in the RTP packet and is defining the Time Stamp for the
RTP packet, this Time Stamp is aways incrementing by 160.
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For the last RTP packets in a stream of RTP packets with redundancy the packet content is again redunced from 3 to 2
to 1 datablock and so the very last RTP packet is designed like the very first one, then last-1 like the second and the
last-2 like the third. But at the end no new primary data blocks are added, the last block in the RTP packet is then
already aredundant data block and therefore the Time Stamp of the RTP packet does not longer increment (but the RTP
sequence number does increment).

The start of the RTP stream isimportant at call setup and handover. The end of the RTP stream isimportant at
handover, maybe less important at the end of the call.

5.7 Transport during local switching

When alocal switch path is established in the BSS for alocal call, the UDP/IP endpoints at the BSS and the Access
MGWsfor both the call legsin uplink and downlink shall not be released.
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