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Foreword

This Technical Specification has been produced by the 3" Generation Partnership Project (3GPP).

The present document specifies the procedures used at the radio interface (Reference Point Um, see 3GPP TS 24.002)
for the General Packet Radio Service (GPRS) Medium Access Control /Radio Link Control (MAC/RLC) layer within
the digital cellular telecommunications system (Phase 2+).

The contents of the present document are subject to continuing work within the TSG and may change following formal
TSG approval. Should the TSG modify the contents of the present document, it will be re-released by the TSG with an
identifying change of release date and an increase in version number as follows:

Version x.y.z
where;
x thefirst digit:
1 presented to TSG for information;
2 presented to TSG for approval;
3 or greater indicates TSG approved document under change control.

y the second digit isincremented for all changes of substance, i.e. technical enhancements, corrections,
updates, etc.

z thethird digit isincremented when editorial only changes have been incorporated in the document.
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1 Scope

1.1 General

This document specifies procedures for the following layers of the radio interface (Um reference point), the interface
between the GSM/EDGE Radio Access Network (GERAN) and the Mobile Station (MS):

- Radio Link Control (RLC)
- Medium Access Control (MAC), including Physical Link Control functions

The procedures apply in A/Gb mode and may also apply in lu mode (see 3GPP TS 44.160).

1.2 Related documents

The following documents provide information related to this document:
- 3GPP TS 43.064 contains an overview of the GPRS radio interface (Um reference point).

- 3GPP TS 44.003 specifies channel types, access capabilities and channel configurations at the Um reference
point.

- 3GPP TS 44.004 specifies services offered by the physical layer of the Um reference point. It also specifies
control channels. RLC and MAC use these services and control channels.

- 3GPP TS 24.007 specifies, in genera terms, this protocol's structured functions, its procedures and its
relationship with other layers and entities. It also specifies the basic message format and error handling applied
by layer 3 protocols.

- 3GPP TS 44.018 specifies GPRS procedures when operating on the Common Control Channel (CCCH) or on
dedicated channels.

- 3GPP TS 44.064 specifiesthe Logical Link Control (LLC) layer.
- 3GPP TS43.051 isan overall description of the GSM/EDGE Radio Access Network (GERAN) in lu mode.
- 3GPP TS 44.160 specifies RLC/MAC procedures specific to lu mode.

- 3GPP TS51.010 specifies test procedures for radio-interface signalling.

1.3 Use of logical control channels

3GPP TS 45.002 defines three similar sets of logical control.

Thefirst set consists of the following logical control channels:
- Broadcast Control Channel (BCCH): downlink only, used to broadcast Cell specific information;
- Paging Channel (PCH): downlink only, used to send page requests to Mobile Stations (M Ss);

- Random Access Channel (RACH): uplink only, used to request GPRS resources or a Dedicated Control
Channel;

- Access Grant Channel (AGCH): downlink only, used to alocate GPRS resources or a Dedicated Control
Channel;

The second set consists of the following logical control channels (Packet Control Channels):

- Packet Broadcast Control Channel (PBCCH): downlink only, used to broadcast Cell specific information (not
used, see sub-clause 1.6);
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Packet Paging Channel (PPCH): downlink only, used to send page requests to Mobile Stations (M Ss) (not used,
see sub-clause 1.6);

Packet Random Access Channel (PRACH): uplink only, used to request GPRS resources (not used, see sub-
clause 1.6);

Packet Access Grant Channel (PAGCH): downlink only, used to allocate GPRS resources (not used, see sub-
clause 1.6);

Packet Associated Control Channel (PACCH): bi-directional, associated with a Temporary Block Flow (TBF);

Packet Timing advance control channel uplink (PTCCH/U): used to transmit random access bursts to allow
estimation of the timing advance for one MSin transfer state;

Packet Timing advance control channel downlink (PTCCH/D): used to transmit timing advance updates for
several MS. One PTCCH/D is paired with several PTCCH/U's.

MBM S Packet Random Access Channel (MPRACH): uplink only, used during the initial counting procedure for
MBMS.

The third set consists of the following logical control channels (COMPACT control channels):

1.4

COMPACT Packet Broadcast Control Channel (CPBCCH): downlink only, used to broadcast Cell specific
information; This channel broadcasts the same information as the PBCCH, but has a different physical structure
(see 3GPP TS 45.002);

COMPACT Packet Paging Channel (CPPCH): downlink only, used to send page requests to Mobile Stations
(MSs) on a COMPACT control channel;;

COMPACT Packet Random Access Channel (CPRACH): uplink only, used to request GPRS resources on a
COMPACT control channel;

COMPACT Packet Access Grant Channel (CPAGCH): downlink only, used to allocate GPRS resources on a
COMPACT control channel;

Packet Associated Control Channel (PACCH): see above;
Packet Timing advance control channel uplink (PTCCH/U): see above;

Packet Timing advance control channel downlink (PTCCH/D): see above.

Use of logical traffic channels

3GPP TS 45.002 defines the following logical traffic channels used by RLC and MAC:

1.5

Traffic Channel (TCH): bidirectional, carries encoded speech or user data using GM SK on a dedicated basic
physical subchannel (DBPSCH). TCH can be full-rate (TCH/F) or half-rate (TCH/H).

Octal Traffic Channel (O-TCH): bidirectional, carries encoded speech using 8-PSK on a DBPSCH. O-TCH can
be full-rate (O-TCH/F) or haf-rate (O-TCH/H).

Enhanced Traffic Channel (E-TCH): bidirectional, carries user data using 8-PSK on a DBPSCH.

Packet Data Traffic Channel (PDTCH): downlink: carries user data using GMSK, 8-PSK, 16-QAM or 32-QAM
with normal symbol rate, or QPSK, 16-QAM, or 32-QAM with higher symbol rate on a shared basic physical
subchannel (SBPSCH) or a DBPSCH. PDTCHs can be full-rate (PDTCH/F) or half-rate (PDTCH/H).

Packet Data Traffic Channel (PDTCH) uplink: carries user data using GMSK, 8-PSK, 16-QAM with normal
symbol rate, or QPSK, 16-QAM, 32-QAM with higher symbol rate on a shared basic physical subchannel
(SBPSCH) or aDBPSCH. PDTCHSs can be full-rate (PDTCH/F) or half-rate (PDTCH/H).

Conventions

Unless explicitly stated otherwise, the following conventions apply:
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- The notations "further study"”, "FS* or "FFS" indicate the annotated text is not normative.
- "GPRS' refersto "GPRS and EGPRS'.

- "EGPRS' refersto "EGPRS and EGPRS2".

- "EGPRS2" refersto "EGPRS2-A and EGPRS2-B".

- "PBCCH" refersto "PBCCH and CPBCCH".

- "PPCH" refersto "PPCH and CPPCH".

- "PRACH" refersto "PRACH and CPRACH".

- "PAGCH" refersto "PAGCH and CPAGCH".

- Referencesto "PDCH" also apply to "SBPSCH" and vice-versa.

- "MBMS Assignment” refersto either "MBMS ASSIGNMENT (NON-DISTRIBUTION)" or "MBMS
ASSIGNMENT (DISTRIBUTION)".

1.6 Restrictions

Independently of what is stated elsewhere in this and other 3GPP specifications, mobile station support for PBCCH,
PCCCH and PACKET PSI STATUS is optiona for A/Gb-mode of operation. The network shall never enable PBCCH
and PCCCH.

On PACCH the network may send Packet System Information (PSl) messages PSI 13, PSI14 and PSI15 but shall not
send any other PSI message.

2 References

The following documents contain provisions which, through reference in this text, constitute provisions of the present
document.

o References are either specific (identified by date of publication, edition number, version number, etc.) or
non-specific.

e For aspecific reference, subsequent revisions do not apply.

e For anon-specific reference, the latest version applies. In the case of areference to a 3GPP document (including
a GSM document), a non-specific reference implicitly refers to the latest version of that document in the same
Release as the present document.

[1] 3GPP TR 21.905: "Vocabulary for 3GPP Specifications'.

2] 3GPP TS 22.060: "General Packet Radio Service (GPRS); Service Description; Stage 1".

[3] 3GPP TS 23.003: "Numbering, addressing and identification".

[4] 3GPP TS 43.013: "Discontinuous Reception (DRX) in the GSM system'”.

[5] 3GPP TS 43.064: " Overall description of GPRS radio interface; Stage 2".

[6] 3GPP TS 24.002: "GSM - UMTS Public Land Mobile Network (PLMN) access reference
configuration”.

[7] 3GPP TS 44.003: "Mobile Station - Base Station System (MS-BSS) interface; Channel structures
and access capabilities'.
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3 Definitions, abbreviations and symbols

3.1 Definitions

This document uses the following definitions:

A/Gb mode: mode of operation of the MS when connected to the Core Network via GERAN and the A and/or Gb
interfaces.

Basic radio block period: the time needed to transmit aradio block on one PDCH using abasic TTI configuration i.e.
four TDMA frames.

Block period: block period is the sequence of four timeslots on a PDCH used to convey one radio block

Broadcast/multicast receive mode: In broadcast/multicast receive mode, the maobile station is receiving upper layer
PDUs on packet data physical channels used for point-to-multipoint transmission (see sub-clause 5.3.1); it is not
allocated any additional radio resource on packet data physical channels. Broadcast/multicast receive mode is a sub-
state of packet idle mode. The mobile station listens to the PBCCH and PCCCH or, if those are not provided by the
network, to the BCCH and CCCH.

BTTI configuration: aconfiguration in which aradio block is sent using one PDCH in each of four consecutive
TDMA frames. InaBTTI configuration, one radio block can be transmitted in a basic radio block period.

BTTI USF mode: a mode in which the USF isreceived on one PDCH of a downlink PDCH-pair during four
consecutive TDMA frames.

Cell Change Notification (CCN): See sub-clause 5.5.1.1a.

Corresponding PDCH pair: The Corresponding PDCH pair associated with an uplink PDCH pair which forms part of
an uplink TBF assignment is the downlink PDCH pair which is monitored by the mobile station for the USF for the
TBF and on which PACCH/D is transmitted. The Corresponding PDCH pair associated with a downlink PDCH pair
which forms part of an downlink TBF assignment is the uplink PDCH pair on which PACCH/U is transmitted.

CSG Cells Reporting: refersto the ability of the mobile station to report measurements, CSG-1D and routing
parameters of CSG cellsin packet transfer mode. Routing parameters include Cell Identity and optionally the PLMN-ID
and (for E-UTRAN cellsonly) the Tracking Area Code.
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Downlink Dual Carrier: Downlink Dual Carrier is afeature allowing resources (for uplink and/or downlink TBFs
and/or dedicated resources) to be assigned to a mobile station on up to two radio frequency channels within the same
frequency band.

Downlink Dual Carrier configuration: A Downlink Dual Carrier configuration is one in which the mobile station has
radio resources assigned over two radio frequency channels. In packet transfer mode, RLC/MAC blocks for uplink
TBFs can only be transmitted on one radio frequency channel in any given radio block period, and RLC/MAC blocks
for downlink TBFs can be transmitted on two radio frequency channelsin any given radio block period. In dual transfer
mode, uplink RLC/MAC blocks can be transmitted only on the radio frequency channel on which the dedicated
resource is assigned.

DTM handover: DTM handover is afeature used by the network to command a mobile station to move fromits old
(source) cell to anew (target) cell while operating in dual transfer mode and continue the operation of its ongoing
circuit switched service and one or more of its ongoing packet switched servicesin the new cell. The mobile stationis
alocated one circuit switched radio resource and packet switched radio resources applicable to the new cell withina
DTM HANDOVER COMMAND message.

Dual transfer mode: In dual transfer mode, the mobile station is allocated radio resources providing an RR connection
(3GPP TS 44.018) and one or more Temporary Block Flows on one or more packet data physical channels. The
allocation of radio resource for the RR connection and the Temporary Block Flow(s) is co-ordinated by the network in
agreement with the capabilities of the mobile station in dual transfer mode.

Dynamic Timesot Reduction: Dynamic Timeslot Reduction (DTR) is a feature used by the network to reduce the
number of downlink timeslots monitored by the mobile station during inactivity periods of an EGPRS TBF-. It is
applicable when extended uplink TBF mode and/or delayed downlink TBF release are used.

Early TBF establishment: Procedure applicable when both the network and the mobile station support the extended
uplink TBF mode, where the network keeps the uplink TBF open (by means of the extended uplink TBF mode
operation) upon explicit request from the mobile station that pre-allocation is required. This allows the possibility to
pre-allocate a TBF before actual datais ready for transmission.

EGPRS:. Enhanced GPRS enables higher data rates through usage of 8PSK modulation in addition to GMSK. EGPRS
a so enables Incremental Redundancy operation.

EGPRS TBF mode: refersto a TBF utilising the EGPRS enhancements (e.g. Incremental Redundancy and possibly 8-
PSK) or the EGPRS2 enhancements.

EGPRS TBF: refersto a TBF utilising the EGPRS enhancements, e.g. Incremental Redundancy and possibly 8-PSK.

EGPRS2: In the downlink direction, Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 enables higher data rates through usage of higher symbol
rate, turbo codes, and QPSK, 16-QAM and 32-QAM modulationsin addition to (or instead of) GMSK and 8PSK. In the
uplink direction, Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 enables higher data rates through usage of higher symbol rate, and QPSK,
16-QAM and 32-QAM modulations in addition to (or instead of) GMSK and 8PSK. EGPRS2 consists of EGPRS2-A
and EGPRS2-B in both directions.

EGPRS2-A: In the downlink direction, Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 Level A enables higher data rates through usage of
turbo codes, and 16-QAM and 32-QAM modulations in addition to GMSK and 8-PSK. In the uplink direction,
Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 Level A enables higher data rates through usage of 16-QAM modulation in addition to GMSK
and 8-PSK.

EGPRS2-B: In the downlink direction, Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 Level B enables higher data rates through usage of
higher symboal rate, turbo codes, and QPSK, 16-QAM and 32-QAM modulationsin addition to GMSK or instead of
8PSK. In the uplink direction, Enhanced GPRS Phase 2 Level B enables higher data rates through usage of higher
symbol rate, and QPSK, 16-QAM and 32-QAM modulationsin addition to GMSK or instead of 8PSK.

EGPRS2 TBF: refersto a TBF utilising the EGPRS2 enhancements in the direction of data transfer, downlink or
uplink. More specifically, in each direction, downlink or uplink, an EGPRS2-A TBF refersto a TBF utilising the
EGPRS2-A enhancements and an EGPRS2-B TBF refersto a TBF utilising the EGPRS2-B enhancements. An EGPRS2
TBF operates in EGPRS TBF mode.

EGPRS-GM SK only TBF: refersto a TBF in EGPRS TBF mode but making only use of MCS-1 to MCS-4
modulation and coding schemes. The number of PDCHs assigned to an EGPRS-GM SK only TBF can be extended to
the maximum number of timeslots compatible with the GPRS multislot class of the MS. This mode is determined by the
mobile station based on the aggregate timeslot allocation assigned by the network. In the case the aggregate timesl ot
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allocation is not within the indicated EGPRS multisiot class, but is within the indicated GPRS multisiot class, a mobile
station supporting this mode shall consider the TBF to be in EGPRS-GM SK only mode (see sub-clause 9.1.9.2). This
mode is only applicable in packet transfer mode.

Enhanced Flexible Timesot Assignment (EFTA): Enhanced Flexible Timeslot Assignment gives the network the
possibility to alocate one and the same mobile station uplink and downlink PDCH resources that overlap in time. This
mobile station shall then for these overlapping instances prioritize uplink radio block transmission over attempting to
read downlink radio blocks (unless performing pre-emptive retransmissions), but shall always attempt to read downlink
radio blocksif it has nothing to transmit If it does not need to use al its allocated uplink PDCH resources, the maobile
station shall transmit its uplink radio blocks in such away that the number of downlink radio blocksit canread is
maximized. Both network and mobile station must support extended uplink TBF mode in order for Enhanced Flexible
Timeslot Assignment, EFTA, to be supported.

Enhanced Multiplexing for Single RLC Entity (EM SR): Refers to the multiplexing of upper layer dataflows
associated with multiple PFCs with at least two of them having unique TFIs within the context of asingle RLC entity
for single TBF operation. EMSR may only be used on a TBF operating in EGPRS TBF mode. EM SR is not applicable
to Multiple TBF operation or when Exclusive Allocation is used.

Enhanced M ultiplexing for Single TBF (EM ST): refers to the multiplexing of upper layer data flows using one or
more RLC entities on asingle TBF where each RLC entity operates in adifferent RLC mode. EM ST is applicable only
to TBFsin EGPRS TBF mode. EMST is not applicable to Multiple TBF operation.

Extended uplink TBF mode: In the extended uplink TBF mode, the uplink TBF may be maintained during temporary
inactive periods, where the mobile station has no RLC information to send. The network determines the release of the
uplink TBF (see sub-clause 9.3.1b).

Fast Ack/Nack Reporting (FANR): Fast Ack/Nack Reporting enables the use of a PAN field within an RLC/MAC
block for EGPRS data transfer or for EGPRS2 data transfer. FANR enables the mobile station to transmit in the uplink
direction a PAN field corresponding to a downlink TBF. Similarly FANR enables the network to transmit in the
downlink direction a PAN field corresponding to an uplink TBF.

Flexible Timeslot Assignment (FTA): Flexible Timeslot Assignment allows increased flexibility in the assignment of
PDCH resources by letting some of the limitations imposed by the mobile stations multislot class (see 3GPP 45.002) to
be respected on an alocation basis (i.e. per radio block period) rather than on an assignment basis (i.e. at TBF setup
time).

GAN Céll: A cell under control of a GANC.

GAN Mode: MS mode of operation where the MSis connected to the Core Network viaa GANC and the A and/or Gb
interfaces.

GPRS multislot class/ EGPRS multisot class: refers to the different mobile station capabilities to transmit and
receive on different combinations of multiple PDCHs. The multisiot classes are defined in 3GPP TS 45.002. Note that
the mobile station may indicate different multislot classes for circuit mode services for GPRS and for EGPRS (see
3GPP TS 24.008). Different multislot class mobile stations are capable of supporting different medium access modes
(see sub-clause 5.2.4).

GPRS TBF mode: refersto a TBF not utilising EGPRS or EGPRS2.

IR: Incremental redundancy, enables higher data rates through combining information from different transmissions of
RLC data blocks when decoding. Also known as Hybrid Type Il/I11 ARQ.

Iu mode: mode of operation of the MS when connected to the Core Network via GERAN or UTRAN and the lu
interface.

M AC-dedicated state: a MAC-control-entity state where a DBPSCH is assigned and no SBPSCH is assigned. This
state only appliesin lu mode.

MAC-DTM state: a MAC-control-entity state where at least one DBPSCH and one SBPSCH are assigned. This state
only appliesin lu mode.

MAC-idle state: a MAC-control-entity state where no basic physical subchannels are assigned. This state only applies
in lu mode.
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MAC-shared state: a MAC-control-entity state where at least one SBPSCH is assigned. This state only appliesin lu
mode.

M CS: Modulation and Coding Scheme.

M Smultidlot class: refersto GPRS multislot class in case of a GPRS TBF mode or EGPRS-GM SK only TBF mode. In
case of EGPRS TBF mode, MS multislot class refers to EGPRS multislot class.

Multiple TBF procedures: A mobile station that supports multiple TBF procedures can support one or more
concurrent TBFsin either direction while in packet transfer mode (A/Gb mode). A network that supports multiple TBF
procedures can support one or more concurrent TBFsin either direction for a mobile station that supports multiple TBF
procedures in packet transfer mode (A/Gb mode).

Multiple TTI (MTTI) configuration: A mobile station that supports MTTI Configurations may be assigned a TBF
using both RTTI resources (PDCH-pairs) and BTTI resources (PDCHS).

Non-extended uplink TBF mode: Where adistinction is needed, an uplink TBF, not operating in the extended uplink
TBF mode, is referred as operating in the non-extended uplink TBF mode.

Non-synchronized PS handover: The basic type of PS handover which is used when the time bases of the involved
cells bear no particular relationship between themselves and when the M'S cannot predict the timing advance to be used
in the target cell before access in this cell. The requirements that apply for the non-synchronized PS handover are given
in 3GPP TS 45.010.

Packet access failure: Packet access failure refers to the access cases where the mobile station is explicitly denied
access to the network, i.e. is not allowed to transmit (EGPRS) PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or MPRACH
PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST messages or receives a PACKET QUEUING NOTIFICATION message or a
PACKET ACCESS REJECT message.

Packet flow context: Packet Flow Context (PFC) procedures are described in 3GPP TS 23.060. A Packet Flow
Identifier (PFI) is used to identify a PFC.

Packet idle mode: In packet idle mode, the mobile station is prepared to transfer LLC PDUs on packet data physical
channels (see sub-clause 5.3). The mobile station is not allocated any radio resource on a packet data physical channel;
it listens to the PBCCH and PCCCH or, if those are not provided by the network, to the BCCH and the CCCH.

Packet transfer mode: In packet transfer mode, the mobile station is prepared to transfer LLC PDUs on packet data
physical channels (see sub-clause 5.4). The mobile station is allocated radio resource on one or more packet data
physical channels for the transfer of LLC PDUs.

Piggy-backed Ack/Nack (PAN) field: A Piggy-backed Ack/Nack field provides acknowledgement status of downlink
(respectively uplink) RLC data blocks within an uplink (respectively downlink) RLC/MAC block for data transfer.

Pre-synchronized PS handover: A type of PS handover where the MS uses the timing advance included in the PS
HANDOVER COMMAND message for immediate use in the target cell. The requirements that apply for the pre-
synchronized PS handover are given in 3GPP TS 45.010.

PS handover: PS handover is afeature used by the network to command a mobile station to move from its old (source)
cell to anew (target) cell while operating in packet transfer mode and continue the operation of one or more of its
ongoing packet switched servicesin the new cell using TBF resource all ocations provided within aPS HANDOVER
COMMAND message. For PS handover to a GAN cell the mobile station receives the assignment of the target cell
radio resources prior to receiving the PSHANDOVER COMMAND message.

Radio block: A radio block is the sequence of four normal bursts carrying one RLC/MAC protocol data units (see
3GPP TS 44.004). (The one exception is aradio block occasionally used on PACCH consisting of a sequence of four
access bursts, each carrying a repetition of one short RLC/MAC block.). A radio block is sent either onaPDCH (BTTI
configuration) or a PDCH-pair (RTTI configuration).

Random access failure: Random access failure refers to the access case when the mobile station does not get any
response from the network to its (EGPRS) PACKET CHANNEL REQUEST or MPRACH PACKET CHANNEL
REQUEST messages.

Random values: In anumber of placesin this Technical Specification, it is mentioned that some value must take a
"random" value, in a given range, or more generally with some statistical distribution. For such random values refer to
3GPP TS 44.018.
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Reduced L atency: refersto the use of FANR either in BTTI configuration or in RTTI configuration. Reduced Latency
capability isrequired for the use of MTTI configurations.

Reduced radio block period: the time needed to transmit a radio block on a PDCH-pair using areduced TTI
configuration i.e. two TDMA frames.

RLC/MAC block: A RLC/MAC block isthe protocol data unit exchanged between RLC/MAC entities (see clause 10
and 3GPP TS 44.004).

RLC/MAC control block: A RLC/MAC control block isthe part of an RLC/MAC block carrying a control message
between RLC/MAC entities (see sub-clause 10.3).

RL C data block: A RLC datablock isthe part of a RLC/MAC block carrying user data or signalling data received
from an upper layer (see sub-clause 10.2).

RL C Non-Persistent M ode: A mode of RLC operation where retransmissions are possible but it is not required that all
RLC data blocks are correctly received at the receiving RLC endpoint.

RR connection: An RR connection is a physical connection established between a mobile station and the network to
support the upper layers* exchange of information flows. An RR connection is maintained and released by the two peer
entities.

RRC connection: An RRC connection is a point-to-point, bi-directional, logical connection between RRC peer entities
in the mobile station and the GERAN characterised by the allocation of a G-RNTI. A mobile station has either zero or
one RRC connections. RRC connections only apply in lu mode.

RTTI configuration: a configuration in which aradio block is sent using two PDCHs (PDCH-pair) in either the first
two or the last two TDMA frames of any given basic radio block period.

RTTI USF mode: a mode in which the USF is received on a downlink PDCH-pair during two consecutive TDMA
frames.

Sour ce BSS: Within the context of a PS handover the source BSS isthe BSS controlling the cell in which the mobile
station is camping prior to performing PS handover (i.e. it controls the old cell).

Synchronized PS handover: A type of PS handover which is possible when the time bases of the involved cells are
synchronized, and for which no timing advance needs to be provided to the MS. The requirements that apply for the
synchronized PS handover are given in 3GPP TS 45.010.

Target BSS. Within the context of a PS handover the target BSS is the BSS controlling the cell in which the mobile
station is camping after successful completion of PS handover (i.e. it controls the new cell). If the same BSS controls
both the old cell and the new cell associated with the PS handover of any given mobile station then the source BSS and
the target BSS are the same.

TBF abort: The term "abort" as applied to TBF is used when the TBF is abruptly stopped without using the Rel ease of
TBF procedures defined in clause 9.

TBF release: Theterm "release” as applied to TBF is used when the TBF is stopped using one of the Release of TBF
procedures defined in clause 9.

Temporary Block Flow (TBF): A Temporary Block Flow is, in A/Gb mode, a physical connection used by the two RR
peer entities to support the unidirectional transfer of LLC PDUs on packet data physical channels (see sub-clause 5.2.1).
Inlumode, aTBF isalogica connection offered by two MAC entities to support the unidirectional transfer of RLC
PDUs on basic physical subchannels.

Timer Expiry: A started timer has run the time specified.

Timer Restart: A timer that may already be running is stopped and then started again to run the time specified.
Timer Start: A timer is started to run the time specified.

Timer Stop: A started timer is stopped and its value is then undefined.

Uplink control timeslot: refersto the timeslot number of the timeslot where the PACCH/U for the MSislocated in
case of aBTTI configuration, or to the uplink PDCH pair where the PACCH/U for the MSislocated in case of an RTTI
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configuration. This parameter is set to the value of the Uplink Control timeslot 1E in an assignment message. Otherwise,
this parameter is unassigned. In A/Gb mode, this parameter is applicable only to multiple TBF procedures.

Uplink State Flag (USF): The Uplink State Flag (USF) is used on PDCH channel(s) to alow multiplexing of uplink
Radio blocks from different TBFs belonging to the same or different mobile stations (see sub-clause 5.2.3, clause 10
and 3GPP TS 45.002).

Upper-layer PDU: An upper-layer PDU is, in A/Gb mode, an LLC PDU and, in lu mode, an RRC message, a PDCP
PDU or aPDU from the NAS user plane.

3.2 Abbreviations

This document uses abbreviations from 3GPP TR 21.905 and 3GPP TS 43.064. It also uses the following abbreviations:

ARI Access Request | dentifier

ARQ Automatic Repeat reQuest

AS Access Stratum

BCCH Broadcast Control CHannel

BSS Base Station Subsystem

BTTI Basic Transmission Time Interval

CBCH Cell Broadcast CHannel

cC Call Control

CCCCH ComMmpPACT CCCH

CCCH Common Control CHannel

CCN Cell Change Notification

CN Core Network

CPBCCH ComPACT PBCCH

CSi GPRS Coding Scheme i

DASH EGPRS2 Downlink level A modulation and coding Scheme i
DBS EGPRS2 Downlink level B modulation and coding Scheme i
DC Dedicated Control

DLC Data Link Control

DBPSCH Dedicated Basic Physical Sub CHannel
DTR Dynamic Timeslot Reduction

ECSD Enhanced Circuit Switched Data

EDGE Enhanced Data rates for Global Evolution
E-FACCH Enhanced FACCH

EGPRS Enhanced General Packet Radio Service
EGPRS2 EGPRS Phase 2

eNB E-UTRAN NodeB

E-TCH Enhanced TCH

EUTRA Evolved UTRA

E-UTRAN Evolved UTRAN

FACCH Fast Associated Control CHannel

FANR Fast Ack/Nack Reporting

GAN Generic Access Network

GANC Generic Access Network Controller

GC General Control

GERAN GsM/EDGE Radio Access Network

GPRS Genera Packet Radio Service

GRA GERAN Registration Area

G-RNTI GERAN Radio Network Temporary Identity
GSM Global System for Mobile communications
IETF Internet Engineering Task Force

IMSI International Mobile Subscriber Identity
IP Internet Protocol

LCS LoCation Services

LLC Logical Link Control

MAC Medium Access Control

MCS-i EGPRS Modulation and Coding Scheme i
MM Mobility Management
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MME
MPRACH
MS
NAS
NSAPI
Nt
O-FACCH
O-TCH
PAN
PBCCH
PDCH
PDCP
PDP
PDTCH
PDU
PFC
PFI
PLMN
PTCCH
p-t-m
P-TMSI
QoS
RAB
RANAP
RB
RLC
RNC
RNS
RNSAP
ROHC
RR
RRC
RTP
RTTI
SACCH
SAP
SAPI
SDCCH
Sbu
SBPSCH
TBF
TCH
TCP
TLLI
TMSI
TTI
UAS
UBSii
UDP
UMTS
USF
UTRAN

Mobility Management Entity

MBMS Packet Random Access Channel
Mobile Station

Non Access Stratum

Network-layer SAPI

Notification

Octal FACCH

Octal TCH

Piggy-backed Ack/Nack

Packet BCCH

Packet Data CHannel

Packet Data Convergence Protocol
Packet Data Protocol

Packet Data TCH

Protocol Data Unit

Packet Flow Context

Packet Flow Identifier

Public Land Mobile Network

Packet Timing-advance Control CHannel
point-to-multipoint

Packet TM S|

Quiality of Service

Radio Access Bearer

Radio Access Network Application Part
Radio Bearer

Radio Link Control

Radio Network Controller

Radio Network Subsystem

Radio Network Subsystem Application Part
Robust Header Compression

Radio Resource

Radio Resource Control

Real Time Protocol

Reduced Transmission Time Interval
Slow Associated Control CHannel
Service Access Point

Service Access Point |dentifier
Stand-alone Dedicated Control CHannel
Service Data Unit

Shared Basic Physical Sub CHannel
Temporary Block Flow

Traffic Channel

Transmission Control Protocol
Temporary Logical Link Identifier
Temporary Mobile Subscriber | dentity
Transmission Time Interval

EGPRS2 Uplink level A modulation and coding Scheme i
EGPRS2 Uplink level B modulation and coding Scheme i
User Datagram Protocol

Universal Mobile Telecommunication System
Uplink State Flag

UmMTS Terrestrial Radio Access Network

3.3 Symbols

This document uses the following symbols:

A
Gb
lu
lu-cs

Interface between aBSS and a2G MSC
Interface between aBSS and a 2G SGSN
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Interface between aBSS or an RNC and a 3G MSC or a3G SGSN

Interface between aBSS or an RNC and a3G MSC
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lu-ps Interface between aBSS or an RNC and a 3G SGSN
lur-g Interface between two BSSs or between aBSS and an RNC
Um Interface between an MS and the GERAN

4 Layered overview of radio interface

The Radio Resource sublayer provides the functions necessary for:
- Radio Resource (RR) management of packet data physical channels (PDCHs); and
- Radio Link Control and Medium Access Control (RLC/MAC) on packet data physical channels.

Asshown infigure 4.1, the RR sublayer provides servicesto the MM and LLC sublayers. The RR sublayer utilises the
services of the Data Link layer (signalling layer 2) and the Physical Link layer. The packet logical channels PBCCH,
PCCCH (including PPCH, PAGCH and PRACH), PACCH and PDTCH, are multiplexed onto the packet data physical
channels on a per radio block basis.
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Figure 4.1: Protocol architecture of Radio Resource (RR) sublayer and RLC/MAC function
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4.1 Layer services

The RR sublayer provides services for the transfer of upper layer PDUs using a shared medium between multiple
mobile stations and the network. Direct communication is only possible between the network and one or more mobile
stations. The RLC/MAC function supports three modes of operation:

- unacknowledged operation;
- acknowledged operation; and
- non-persistent operation.

The RR sublayer further provides services for the paging of mobile stations.

4.2 Layer functions

The RLC function defines the procedures for segmentation and reassembly of LLC PDUsinto RLC/MAC blocks and,
in RLC acknowledged mode of operation, for the Backward Error Correction (BEC) procedures enabling the selective
retransmission of unsuccessfully delivered RLC/MAC blocks. In RLC acknowledged mode of operation, the RLC
function preserves the order of higher layer PDUs provided to it.

The RLC function provides also link adaptation.
In EGPRS in RLC acknowledged mode of operation, the RLC function may provide Incremental Redundancy (IR).

The MAC function defines the procedures that enable multiple mobile stations to share a common transmission
medium, which may consist of severa physical channels. The function may allow a mobile station to use severa
physical channelsin parallel, i.e. use several timeslots within the TDMA frame.

For the mobile station originating access, the MAC function provides the procedures, including the contention
resolution procedures, for the arbitration between multiple mobile stations simultaneously attempting to access the
shared transmission medium.

For the mobile station terminating access, the MAC function provides the procedures for queuing and scheduling of
access attempts.

When the PS handover procedure is supported the RLC and MAC functions provide the procedures for directing a
mobile station to a new cell and continuing packet switched services without the use of contention resolution procedures
(i.e. RACH/PRACH) in the new cell.

When the DTM handover procedure is supported the procedures for directing a mobile station to a new cell and

continuing both circuit switched and packet switched services are provided by the RLC and MAC functions, under the
control of the RR function (see 3GPP TS 44.018).

4.3 Service primitives

Information flow between layersis performed by the use of Service Primitives. Service Access Points (SAP) and their
corresponding Service Primitives for the RR sublayer are defined in 3GPP TS 24.007.

4.4 Services required from lower layers

The RLC/MAC function uses the services provided by the physical link layer as defined in 3GPP TS 44.004.

The RR sublayer may use the services provided by the data link layer as defined in 3GPP TS 44.005. Moreover, the RR
sublayer directly uses services provided by the physical layer such as BCCH searching, as defined in 3GPP TS 44.004.
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5 Introduction to the Medium Access Control (MAC)
procedures

5.1 General

The Medium Access Control procedures include the functions related to the management of the shared transmission
resources, e.g. the packet data physical channels and the radio link connections on packet data physical channels.

The Medium Access Control procedures support the provision of Temporary Block Flows (TBFs) that allow the point-
to-point transfer of signalling and user data within a cell between the network and a mobile station. The MAC
procedures also support the provision of MBMS radio bearers that allow the point-to-multipoint transfer of signalling
and user data within a cell between the network and one (or more) mobile station(s).

Moreover, the Medium Access Control procedures include the procedures for reception of PBCCH and PCCCH, which
permits autonomous cell resel ection performed by the mobile station (see 3GPP TS 45.008).

5.2 Multiplexing principles

5.2.1 Temporary Block Flow

A Temporary Block Flow (TBF) isa physical connection used by the two RR entities to support the unidirectional
transfer of upper layer PDUs on packet data physical channels.

The TBF isalocated radio resources on one or more assigned PDCHs and comprises a number of RLC/MAC blocks
carrying one or more upper layer PDUs. If Downlink Dual Carrier is supported by both the mobile station and the
network, the assigned PDCHSs for a given TBF may be on one or two radio frequency channels. A TBF istemporary and
is maintained only for the duration of the data transfer (i.e. until there are no more RLC/MAC blocks to be transmitted
and, in RLC acknowledged mode, all of the transmitted RLC/MAC blocks have been successfully acknowledged by the
receiving entity).

A TBF may operate in either GPRS TBF mode or EGPRS TBF mode. For Downlink Dual Carrier configurations TBFs
shall operate in EGPRS TBF mode. The network sets the TBF mode in the PACKET UPLINK ASSIGNMENT,
MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT, PACKET DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT, MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK
ASSIGNMENT, PACKET TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE, MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE,
IMMEDIATE ASSIGNMENT or PACKET CS RELEASE INDICATION message. The EGPRS TBF mode is only
supported by EGPRS capable M Ss.

If amobile station is assigned concurrent TBFs, these shall be in the same TBF mode.

A TBF in EGPRS mode operates using one of four groups of modulation and coding schemes:
- EGPRS-GMSK only (applicable to uplink TBFs only): this comprises MCS-1 to MCS-4
- EGPRS: this comprisess MCS-1 to MCS-9

- EGPRS2-A: for uplink TBFs, this comprises MCS-1 to MCS-6 and UAS-7 to UAS-11; for downlink TBFs, this
comprises MCS-1 to MCS-4, MCS-6 (only for retransmissions of blocks originally transmitted using EGPRS),
MCS-7, MCS-8 and DAS-5to DAS-12

- EGPRS2-B: for uplink TBFs, this comprises MCS-1 to MCS-4 and UBS-5 to UBS-12; for downlink TBFs, this
comprises MCS-1 to MCS-4, MCS-6 to MCS-9, DAS-5, DAS-6, DAS-8, DAS-9, DAS-11 and DBS-5 to DBS-
12.

The group of modulation and coding schemes to be used on a PDTCH associated with a TBF isindicated in the
assignment message. The EGPRS-GM SK only group appliesif the aggregate timeslot allocation is not within the
indicated EGPRS multislot class, but is within the indicated GPRS multislot class.

The use of the EGPRS2-A group for uplink or downlink is only supported by M Ss which are capable of EGPRS2-A or
EGPRS2-B inthat direction. The EGPRS2-B group is only supported by M Ss which are capable of EGPRS2-B in that
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direction. If a mobile station supports EGPRS2, the same group of modulation and coding schemes shall be used for all
TBFsin agiven direction.

If a mobile station indicates support of Reduced Latency (see 3GPP TS 24.008), it may be assigned TBFs with FANR
activated (see sub-clause 9.1.14), either in BTTI configuration, RTTI configuration or (if the mobile additionally
supports MTTI configurations) MTTI configuration. The network shall ensure that, if a mobile station is assigned a
TBF with FANR activated, FANR shall be activated for al concurrent TBFs assigned to that mobile station.

For the case where a mobile station supports multiple TBF procedures the maximum number of TBFsit can support
concurrently is not specified. Mobile station implementations are expected to ensure that the mobile station can support
asufficient number of TBFsto operate all the PDP contexts it has activated. As such, a mobile station may choose to
release, modify or activate one or more PDP contexts when prioritizing the services it wants to operate concurrently.
The network is not required to consider any potential complexity limitations regarding the number of concurrent TBFs
when establishing an uplink or downlink TBF for a mobile station that supports multiple TBF procedures.

The following messages are used only if both the mobile station and the network support multiple TBF procedures:
- MULTIPLE TBF UPLINK ASSIGNMENT
- MULTIPLE TBF DOWNLINK ASSIGNMENT
- MULTIPLE TBF TIMESLOT RECONFIGURE.

5.2.2  Temporary Flow Identity

Each TBF is assigned a Temporary Flow Identity (TFI) by the network. The mobile station shall assume that the TFI
value is unique among concurrent TBFsin the same direction (uplink or downlink) on all PDCHs used for the TBF. In
(E)GPRS, the same TFI value may be used concurrently for TBFs on other PDCHs in the same direction and for TBFs
in the opposite direction. For a TBF with FANR activated, the TFI value shall be unique among concurrent TBFs
assigned to one mobile station in the same direction (uplink or downlink). If Enhanced Multiplexing for Single TBF
(EMST) isused, the network shall assign, according to the rules above, a unique TFI value to each RLC entity
multiplexed on the TBF. If Enhanced Multiplexing for Single RLC Entity (EM SR) is supported by a mobile station the
network may allocate multiple PFCs on a common RL C entity where at least two of these PFCs are allocated a unique
TFI value (see sub-clause 5.12). If amobile station receives an RLC/MAC control block which includes a downlink TFI
equal to a TFI supported by a downlink TBF assigned to the mobile station, which is received on atimeslot or PDCH-
pair which is not atimeslot or PDCH-pair which is assigned to the mobile station as part of that TBF, the mobile station
shall consider that message as not addressed to it. If amobile station receives an RLC/MAC control block which
includes an uplink TFI equal to a TFI supported by an uplink TBF assigned to the mobile station, which is received on a
timeslot or PDCH-pair which does not correspond to a timeslot or PDCH-pair which is assigned to the mobile station as
part of that TBF, the mobile station shall consider that message as not addressed to it.

NOTE: The behaviour of the mobile station in case it receives a control block not addressed to it is specified in
sub-clause 10.4.10

An RLC/MAC block associated with a certain TBF shall comprisea TFl. The TBF isidentified by the TFI together
with, in case of a RLC data block, the direction (uplink or downlink) in which the RLC data block is sent; and in case of
aRLC/MAC control message, the direction in which the RLC/MAC control message is sent and the message type.

Globa_TFI isused to unambiguously identify the mobile station in packet transfer mode, MAC-Shared state, dual
transfer mode or MAC-DTM state within an uplink or downlink RLC/MAC control message. If present, the Global TFI
addresses the MS using either:

- anuplink TFI identifying an uplink TBF assigned to the MS such that the timeslot or PDCH-pair on which the
Global TFI is sent corresponds to atimeslot or PDCH-pair assigned to that TBF, or

- adownlink TFI identifying a downlink TBF assigned to the M S such that the timeslot or PDCH-pair on which
the Global TFI issent isatimeslot or PDCH-pair assigned to that TBF.

If thereisachoice of TFI to use, w hich TFl isused is at the discretion of the sender except where explicitly defined by
procedure. For the mobile station in broadcast/multicast receive mode, the Global TFI includesthe MBM S Bearer

I dentity of the MBM S radio bearer the RLC/MAC control message relates to (in the most significant bit(s) of the
DOWNLINK_TFHI field) and, where explicitly defined by procedure, the current MS_ID of the mobile station the
message relates to (in the remaining least significant bit(s) of the DOWNLINK_TFI field).
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5.2.3 Uplink State Flag

An Uplink State Flag (USF) isincluded in the header of each RLC/MAC block on adownlink PDCH, as specified in
clause 10. It may be used by the network to control the multiplexing of different mobile stations and TBFs on an uplink
PDCH. The use of USF isfurther specified in 3GPP TS 45.002.

5.2.4 Medium Access modes
Three medium access modes are supported:

- Dynamic Allocation, characterised by that the mobile station detecting an assigned USF value for each assigned
uplink PDCH when operating in BTTI configuration or each assigned uplink PDCH-pair when operating in
RTTI configuration-and block or group of four blocksthat it is allowed to transmit on that PDCH/PDCH-pair
(see sub-clause 8.1.1.1);

- Extended Dynamic Allocation is characterised by the mobile station detecting an assigned USF value for any
assigned uplink PDCH when operating in BTTI configuration or any assigned uplink PDCH-pair when operating
in RTTI configuration, allowing the mobile station to transmit on that PDCH/PDCH-pair and al higher
numbered assigned PDCHS/PDCH-pairs in the same block or group of four blocks (see sub-clause 8.1.1.2);

- Exclusive Allocation, characterised by the maobile station being granted the exclusive right to transmit on the
assigned PDCH/H for the duration of an uplink TBF (see sub-clause 8.1.1.3a). Exclusive alocation is applicable
only in dual transfer mode. When using exclusive allocation, only one TBF shall be established in the uplink.

Dynamic Allocation medium access mode shall be supported by all networks that support GPRS. The support of
Extended Dynamic Allocation is optional for the network.

Dynamic Allocation shall be supported in all mobile stations. The support of Extended Dynamic Allocationis
mandatory for mobile stations of multisiot classes 22, 24, 25 and 27, for multislot class type 1 mobile stations that can
transmit on three or more timeslots (either PDCH or TCH), and for mobile stations supporting Flexible Timesl ot
Assignment (see 3GPP TS 24.008). The support of Extended Dynamic Allocation for other mobile stations is optional
and shall beindicated in the MS Radio Access Capability.

NOTE: Flexible Timeslot Assignment is applicable only when Extended Dynamic Allocation is used, or as
explicitly indicated for certain RTTI configurationsin 3GPP TS 45.002.

The exclusive allocation shall be used in dual transfer mode during uplink operation with a half-rate PDCH.

The network shall ensure that the medium access mode and the resource allocation used for a mobile station are
compatible with the permitted multisiot configurations (see 3GPP TS 45.002).

5.2.4a Multiplexing of GPRS, EGPRS and EGPRS2 capable mobile
stations

GPRS, EGPRS and EGPRS2 capahle mobile stations can be multiplexed dynamically on the same PDCH.

If dynamic or extended dynamic allocation is used, a mobile station shall be able to decode the USF that allocates the
uplink to that mobile station a